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The Kiwanis Club of Temple City recognized two outstanding students from Oak Avenue Intermediate School.
Accompanying the students was teacher, Mrs. Marta Bourjeili .
Victoria is 13 years old and in Mrs. Ferguson’s class. She has a younger sister and enjoys volleyball, violin, and
listening to music. Victoria said, “The best things about Oak Avenue are the friendly environment that produces a
great place to learn; it’s like a second family to me and it feels safe to be there. Science this year has made me
more independent and I have learned to solve problems a lot better.” The best thing that ever happened was
having the opportunity to meet my best friends. If she could change one thing, it would be to create a policy which
forbids grocery stores and restaurants from throwing out fresh food. If she could build one thing, it would be a
temporary getaway home for kids who feel physically or emotionally abused at home. Personal goals are to
manage her time wisely, take things more seriously, and do what she can to make other peoples’ lives easier.
Abel is 14 years old and in Mrs. Bourjeili’s class. He has two older sisters and enjoys soccer, exploring, and
editing photos and videos. Abel said, “The best things about Oak Avenue are the staff, band, and the young
talented students.” The best thing that ever happened was moving to Temple City where he learned so much that
made him a better student. If he could change one thing, it would be to end racism, discrimination, and people
being put down for their race or skin color. Personal goals are to find cures and enhanced treatments for deadly
diseases, become a better student every day, live a happy life without financial status, be known as a good person,
be respected, and make a name for himself.
Each week the Temple City Kiwanis Club is pleased to recognize outstanding students and their teachers from
Cloverly, Emperor, Longden, Oak Avenue, and the Dr. Doug Sears Learning Center. Kiwanis treats students and their
teacher to lunch. Students receive a certificate, a letter for their parents, a bumper sticker, a gift certificate from The
Hat Restaurant, and a photograph of them receiving their award. Their photo will also be published in the Mid Valley
News, Temple City Life, Temple City Tribune and posted on the Temple City Unified School District website.
Temple City Kiwanis has been serving our community since 1939. Members are dedicated men and women
who desire to make a difference in the quality of life for the youth of Temple City. Kiwanis meets at 12:00 noon each
Tuesday at Denny’s Restaurant. To find out more about Kiwanis, please contact Jerry Jambazian at (626) 643-9460.
You can also visit their website at www.templecitykiwanis.org.

