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The Kiwanis Club of Temple City recognized four outstanding students from Oak Avenue Intermediate School. Accompanying the
students was Oak history teacher Ms. Jessica Goold and Ms. Amanda Kasuyama.
Octavio is 14 years old and has two sisters. He is in Ms. Kasuyama’s class and enjoys playing basketball, reading, camping, drawing,
Boy Scouts, and hanging out with his friends. Octavio said, “The best things about Oak Avenue are the elective classes, P.E., and my friends
and teachers.” The best thing that ever happened was making good friends at Oak Avenue. If he could change one thing, it would be to
change the common core online testing in English. If he could build one thing, it would be a train that could travel through the atmosphere.
Personal goals are to learn as much as he can, travel around the world, and become a better person that motivates others.
Reina is 14 years old and has a brother and sister. She is in Ms. Goold’s class and enjoys reading, playing the violin and piano,
karate, rock climbing, snowboarding, playing football, and learning Arabic. Reina said, “The best things about Oak Avenue are creating a
welcoming atmosphere through the WEB program, the wide variety of clubs, and the helpful staff.” The best thing that ever happened was
rd
making good friends in the 3 grade. If she could change one thing, it would be to end world hunger and suffering. Personal goals are to get a
scholarship, become a black belt in Karate, and to learn two languages apart from English.
Nathan is 13 years old and has an older sister. He is in Ms. Goold’s class and enjoys playing the guitar, piano, drawing, painting, and
soccer. Nathan said, “The best things about Oak Avenue are the great students and staff, the amazing art program, and the many
th
opportunities to join clubs.” The best thing that ever happened was transferring to the TCUSD in the 5 grade. If he could change one thing, it
would be to bring back more land in the rainforest. If he could build one thing, it would be a robot to identify trash in the ocean and dispose of
it. Personal goals are to become a professional soccer player, learn to play the cello, and make a difference in the world.
Anna is 14 years old and has a older sister. She is in Ms. Kasuyama’s class and enjoys writing, playing the cello and piano, dancing,
and tennis. Anna said, “The best things about Oak Avenue are the community of teachers and students, music department, and Associated
Student Body.” If she could change one thing, it would be the lack of compassion the world has for each other. Personal goals are to do well at
Troy Tech, write a book, and get into Princeton.
Each week the Temple City Kiwanis Club is pleased to recognize outstanding students and their teachers from Cloverly, Emperor,
Longden, Oak Avenue, and the Dr. Doug Sears Learning Center. Kiwanis treats students and their teacher to lunch. Students receive a
certificate, a letter for their parents, a bumper sticker, a gift certificate from The Hat Restaurant, and a photograph of them receiving their
award. Their photo will also be posted on the Temple City Unified School District website and on their Facebook page.
Temple City Kiwanis has been serving our community since 1939. Members are dedicated men and women who desire to make a
difference in the quality of life for the youth of Temple City. Kiwanis meets at 12:00 noon each Tuesday at Denny’s Restaurant. To find out
more about Kiwanis, please contact Jerry Jambazian at (626) 643-9460. You can also visit their website at www.templecitykiwanis.org.

